Register of Approved Providers

A key function of the Alliance is to establish and maintain a Register of Approved Providers (RAP) of health and social care services in the third, (voluntary, community and not for profit)  sector in Herefordshire.
The purpose of the RAP is:

· for providers to demonstrate that they are ‘fit for purpose’ to deliver services, and how they add value to the service; and

· for commissioners and procurement officers to have a pool of strongly performing providers from which to procure services.

The benefits of being on the Register will include: 

· Early notification of new service opportunities;

· A stronger voice for providers; 
· The sector being in a position to take on more services; and
· More streamlined processes for accessing funding.

In future, all voluntary and community, and non profit organisations funded by Herefordshire Primary Care Trust and Herefordshire Council’s Directorate of Adult and Community Services, and the Children and Young People’s Directorate, to deliver health and social care services, whether by grant, service level agreement or under contract, and that are not currently subject to national registration, will be required to be on the Register of Approved Providers. 
This applies to all providers, regardless of size and track record, and across all service areas, for children, young people and adults. 

Full membership of the Alliance will be a pre-requisite of registration. Registration will be subject to accreditation, not automatic, and be reviewed on a regular basis. The principles, criteria and content of the accreditation process are being drawn up by members of the Alliance eligible and wishing to join the register, in consultation with statutory partners. Assessments for accreditation began in January 2006 and are ongoing.
The Register comes into effect from April 2007, and will be fully operational from April 2008. 
